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History repeats for Agnieszka
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PITTSFIELD

July was a "bloody tough" month for Agnieszka Joblonska and her donkey, Mucci. Smothered by midges and sopped silly
by relentless rain, the pair barely persevered through Galway, Ireland, but crossed the River Erriff into Mayo, and
succeeded in reaching Ballina on the Feast of The Assumption, August 15.

Despite the road's hardships, Agnieszka remains steadfast in her quest to travel 2,000 miles around the country, and
return to her deceased lover's homestead in Conne mara by January to commemorate the second anniversary of his death,
hoping to renew her spirits along the way.

In a recent phone call, Ag nieszka animatedly recapped the highs and lows of her �rst 300 miles.

n

"Remember, Kevin, when I was on the Ryan Tubridy radio show? Well, once I was able to check my email, I'd received 60
invitations from all over the country -- North and South -- to stay the night. Sixty! And did you ever take your Missie to
the beach? I took Mucci to Kilkieran Strand and he loved it, rolling about in the sand like a child.

"And the most wonderful thing happened there! A lovely local man, Joseph Connelly, collected holy water from St.
Ciaran's Well and presented it to me in a small bottle. My, what devotion he has! Others gave me a new pair of trou sers, a
blanket, and a meal of salmon and buttered eggs."

Following her TV appearance on RTE's "Nationwide," she found herself an unwilling celebrity. "I was stopped 52 times by
well-wishers in one day! Fifty-two times, and it took Mucci and I nine hours to travel four miles," she said in
exasperation. "The people were all very kind, but they asked me the same questions: ‘What does Mucci eat?' ‘Where are
you spending the night?' I'll never �nd peace if this continues?"

Fortunately, she was to �nd a week's respite on the "Great Western Greenway," a 26-mile bicycle path from West port to
Achill Island that meanders along the picturesque coastline of Clew Bay. When the young lady and equine arrived at its
entrance, they were halted by a sign in bold print, "No Horses Allowed." However, in true jobber fashion, she skirted the
ruling and proceeded down the pathway, saying, "Not to worry, Mucci, you're a donkey."

n

Though she calls Mucci "my handsome lad," and "best mate," this unlikely couple have had their spats and quarrels. "On
the road to Belmullet, Mucci tried to bite me twice in the leg. He's originally from Belmullet, you know, so he might have
thought I was taking him back to his previous owner, who might not have been very nice to him. Do you think that can be
so? So we had ourselves a face-to-face, and I promised to use my hazel stick on him if he continues to misbehave. Since
then, things have been grand."

One event Agnieszka was bubbling to tell me occurred shortly after the pair had crossed the Glennagevlagh Bridge into
Mayo. Plagued by midges while traveling the winding road from Delphi to Louisburg via Doo Lough, beneath the somber
eminence of Ben Gorm, they spotted a lone farmhouse tucked away in a wooded dell.

n

"The house looked rundown and vacant, but I gave the door a knock, and to my surprise out peeks this little old man who
tells me to put Mucci in the back garden and ‘be in with yourself.' So, I'm sitting by the �re with John Martin Herarty, and
he's drinking whiskey, and offering me whiskey, and telling me he's 91, and that both his siblings, Patrick and Margaret,
have passed away. And then he says, ‘Strange, now, but 30-odd years ago, an American spent the night here with his
donkey.'

n

"'Was it Kevin O'Hara?'

‘That'd be him, all right.'

‘I've talked to him, but we've never met. What was he like?'

‘What was he like, you say? He was one cracked boyo. A proper jack be�tting his mare.'

‘So, then, what must you think of me?'

"He winked at me, and laughed, ‘Why, you're cracked as well, but far prettier.'"

So history repeats, and the journey continues.

Kevin O'Hara of Pitts�eld is author of "Last of the Donkey Pilgrims." After witnessing the horri�c death of her Irish
�ancée by a dog attack in Malaysia, Polish-born Agnieszka Jablonska, to ease her suffering, set off with a donkey in June
around Ireland. This is the second installment of her travels.

TALK TO US
If you'd like to leave a comment (or a tip or a question) about this story with the editors, please email us. We also
welcome letters to the editor for publication; you can do that by �lling out our letters form and submitting it to the
newsroom.

 
 

Share 0 ShareShare

Conceptis
Kakuro

Conceptis
Pic-a-Pix

Monkey
Gems

Point and
Solve

Sparks Sudoku
Mega

LOCAL NEWS

Updated: Berkshire school
cancellations

Berkshire Bank has a new CEO as
Michael Daly steps down

Pitts�eld's new Homeless Prevention
Committee outlines early goals

Pitts�eld man gets 5 years in prison for
beating woman

Workshop shows Berkshire educators
e�ects of trauma in classrooms, how to
handle them
Read more 

Puzzles Palace

NASCAR

SPORTS

College Notebook: Williams men's
basketball rises to No. 2 in national poll

Taconic basketball opens winter sports
season in Berkshire County on brand
new court

Early de�cit to ranked foe does in
Williams College men's ice hockey in
home opener

Williams College women's basketball
�attens Amherst vanquishers

College roundup: Williams men's
hockey team tops Babson 3-2
Read more 

TRENDING

Chili's opening in Pitts�eld next month

Updated: Berkshire school
cancellations

Berkshire Bank has a new CEO as
Michael Daly steps down

Blantyre auctioning 375 pieces of its
history

Pitts�eld man gets 5 years in prison for
beating woman

As of: Nov. 27

RANK DRIVER PV RANK

1 Joey Logano 1

2 Martin Truex Jr 2

3 Kevin Harvick 3

4 Kyle Busch 4

5 Aric Almirola 5

NASCAR Standings

MORE HOME

Former NASCAR driver sentenced for
attempted underage sex

Racing greats Alonso and Johnson drive
together in Abu Dhabi

Joey Logano spoils Big 3 party to win
NASCAR title

Johnson, Knaus reach checkered flag of
championship pairing

Ford fiesta! Blue oval claims NASCAR titles
after droughts

NASCAR

MORE HOME

© 2018, The Berkshire Eagle

Contact us  About us  Terms of use  Privacy policy

  

http://www.accuweather.com/en/us/pittsfield-ma/01201/weather-forecast/329321
http://creativecirclemedia.com/
https://www.facebook.com/berkshire.eagle
https://twitter.com/BerkshireEagle
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/search.html
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/news/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/sports/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/berkshirelandscapes/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/entertainment/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/berkshires-week/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/opinion/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/podcasts/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/berkshire/
http://berkshireeagle.ma.newsmemory.com/specials_page.php
http://berkshireeagle.ma.newsmemory.com/advmarketplace.php
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/thebeat
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fstories%2Fhistory-repeats-for-agnieszka%2C273701&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=History%20repeats%20for%20Agnieszka&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fstories%2Fhistory-repeats-for-agnieszka%2C273701&via=BerkshireEagle
mailto:news@berkshireeagle.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebsIeaANReD7JSKRQ_UZaBy8p6LM0bDwZr-AIId8qg6XtY_w/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?kid_directed_site=0&sdk=joey&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fstories%2Fhistory-repeats-for-agnieszka%2C273701&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button
javascript:void(0);
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/berkshire-school-cancellations-delays,557406
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/berkshire-bank-has-a-new-ceo-as-michael-daly-steps-down,557394
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/pittsfields-new-homeless-prevention-committee-outlines-early-goals,557385
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/pittsfield-man-gets-5-years-in-prison-for-beating-woman,557373
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/workshop-shows-berkshire-educators-effects-of-trauma-in-classrooms-how-to-handle-them,557371
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/local-news/
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/college-notebook-williams-mens-basketball-rises-to-no-2-in-national-poll,557405
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/taconic-basketball-opens-winter-sports-season-in-berkshire-county-on-brand-new-court,557404
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/early-deficit-to-ranked-foe-does-in-williams-college-mens-ice-hockey-in-home-opener,557326
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/williams-college-womens-basketball-flattens-amherst-vanquishers,557309
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/college-roundup-williams-mens-hockey-team-tops-babson-3-2,557281
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/sports/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/chilis-opening-in-pittsfield-next-month,557275
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/berkshire-school-cancellations-delays,557406
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/berkshire-bank-has-a-new-ceo-as-michael-daly-steps-down,557394
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/blantyre-auctioning-375-pieces-of-its-history,557250
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/pittsfield-man-gets-5-years-in-prison-for-beating-woman,557373
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/former-nascar-driver-sentenced-attempted-underage-sex
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/racing-greats-alonso-and-johnson-drive-together-abu-dhabi
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/joey-logano-spoils-big-3-party-win-nascar-title
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/johnson-knaus-reach-checkered-flag-championship-pairing
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/ford-fiesta-blue-oval-claims-nascar-titles-after-droughts
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/news
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/contact/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/eagle-about-us.html
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/privacy-policy/berkshire-eagle/
https://www.facebook.com/berkshire.eagle
https://twitter.com/BerkshireEagle

